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Please refer to the UTS:Law 
website (www.law.uts.edu.au)  
for detailed information about the 
2007 enrolment procedure. 
 
The subjects contained in this 
Guide are based on information 
provided on the UTS: Law 
website.  Subject offerings may 
change.  Please check the official 
timetable, released 6 November 
2006, for confirmation of subject 
offerings. 
 
The details provided in this 
Guide – including subject 
coordinator, lecturers, teaching 
mode and assessments – are 
subject to change from semester 
to semester.  The Guide is exactly 
that – a guide only.  Please 
consult the 2007 Handbook and 
the Law Faculty for the latest 
information before choosing 
electives. 
 
All postgraduate subjects are 
marked with a PG.  Some of 
these subjects are also allowable 
in undergraduate courses (check 
your course details in the 
Handbook). To be eligible for 
enrolment in these subjects, LLB 
students require a minimum 
weighted average mark (WAM) of 
65 per cent to undertake this 
subject, calculated as SUM (credit 
points x mark)/total credit points. 

This requirement may be 
reviewed in future. If a student 
enrols with a WAM of less than 65 
per cent they will be withdrawn 
from the subject after the last 
date to add subjects and 
consequently will not be able to 
enrol in an alternative subject in 
that semester. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Introduction 
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Requisite(s): 70217 Criminal Law 
AND 70616 Federal Constitutional 
Law 
Subject Coordinator: Patrick 
Keyser 
Lecturer: Kate Eastman 
Teaching Mode: 6 week block 
over summer, for about 6 or 7 
hours during 6 of the Saturdays in 
December and January. The format 
was part lecture/part seminar.  
 
Subject Description: 
This subject aims to acquaint 
students with case and statute law 
relevant to the protection of civil 
liberties in Australia. It explores 
the relationship and dynamic 
between the individual and the 
State in a legal and political 
framework. It examines the 
institutions (at a Commonwealth 
and State level) and organisations 
established to protect civil liberties 
and legal issues associated with 
their operation. 
 
Students become acquainted with 
current legal issues in the 
protection of civil liberties in 
Australia and research issues using 
Australian and comparative legal 
material and non-legal materials. 
 
Topics are discussed in an informal 
but considered way. 
 
Student Perspective: 
Positives: This subject was 
enjoyable because student 

participation and original thought 
was encouraged. Various freedoms 
were discussed with particular 
reference to current affairs (which 
at the time were things like the 
Cronulla riots and the introduction 
of the counter-terrorism laws. I 
also enjoyed the flexibility given to 
students in their assessment. 
Students had the choice between a 
research essay on a topic of their 
choice or a moot.  
 
Kate is an excellent lecturer and is 
very easy to get along with. Kate 
makes every effort to allow for 
flexible arrangements with the 
students, particularly given the 
nature of the teaching mode.  
 
Negatives: none 
 
Recommendation: I would 
definitely recommend this subject 
to students who enjoy participating 
in an informal yet stimulating 
discussion. It will remind you of 
the difficult task of balancing 
individual freedoms with social 
order in 21st century Australia.  
 
James Sneddon (Summer 2006) 
 

Australian Civil  
Liberties Law 76074 
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Requisite(s): 70616 Federal 
Constitutional Law 
Subject Coordinator: U Mayer 
Teaching Mode: one three hour 
class 
 
Subject Description: 
The topics to be discussed in this 
subject include the activities of the 
European institutions; the political 
and economic origins of the EU and 
its institutional structures (with 
emphasis on the European Court of 
Justice); the interrelationship 
between community law and the 
law of the fifteen member States; 
and the free movement of goods, 
workers, capital and services. The 
subject concentrates on the 
emerging transnational protection 
of social and economic rights and 
the jurisprudence of the European 
Court of Justice. 
 
The primary aim of the subject is 
to provide students with a very 
broad overview of what is a vast 
area of law, whilst simultaneously 
allowing you to specialise in an 
area of European Union Law which 
is of particular interest to you.  
 
Student Perspective: 
Positives: Class lectures and 
presentations provide a broad 
overview of fundamental topics 
pertaining to the EU, thus laying 
the groundwork for any future 
study in the area.  The option to 
conduct a presentation and 

research a paper on one particular 
area of EU Law allows you to focus 
on either an area of particular 
personal interest, or on an area 
which might prove useful in your 
career.  
 
Negatives: none! 
 
Recommendation: I would 
definitely recommend this subject 
to anyone who is at all interested 
in the European Union, 
comparative law, or foreign 
relations and international politics. 
Whilst some might view EU Law as 
somewhat ‘irrelevant’ to domestic 
practice, the EU is an increasingly 
important global actor and I have 
no doubt that a fundamental 
knowledge of EU policy will prove 
useful in a range of careers. 
Furthermore, it offers a very good 
‘general knowledge’ component 
and you are bound to take 
something away from what is a 
highly interesting and enjoyable 
subject.  
 
Philip Devenish (Spring 2004) 

European Union Law  
76035 
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Requisite(s): 70516 Equity and 
Trusts 
Subject Coordinator: TBA 
Teaching Mode: TBA 
 
Subject Description: 
This subject is intended to 
introduce and provide an 
understanding of the ways in which 
the legal system recognises, 
protects and regulates the 
exploitation of exclusive rights in 
certain intangible industrial and 
intellectual property. It covers 
selected aspects of the field in 
depth but the basic structure 
encompasses the following topics: 
confidential information, patents, 
designs, trade marks and trade 
names and copyright. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Requisite(s): 77885 Legal 
Process and Legal Research OR 60 
credit points of completed study in 
C04148 Master of Law and Legal 
Practice. 
Subject coordinator: TBA 
Teaching mode: TBA 
 
Subject Description: 
This subject provides an 
understanding of the significant 
interface between international 
trade and the environment, an 
overview of the frameworks of 
international trade law and 
environmental law and an 
understanding of environmental 
disputes in the WTO, the attempts 
to find a balance between free 
trade agreements and 
environmental protection, the 
position of multilateral 
environmental agreements and the 
WTO, the position of regional 
trading groups, the significance of 
investment liberalisation and the 
future of environmental principles 
in the trade and investment 
regime. 
 
Assessment: Class presentation 
(20 per cent), written report on 
class presentation (10 per cent) 

Industrial and  
Intellectual  

Property 76011 

International 
Trade Law and the  
Environment 78023 
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Requisitie(s): TBA 
Subject Coordinator: R Price 
Teaching Mode: TBA 
 
Subject Description: 
This subject describes and analyses 
all recent developments in federal 
labour regulation and places them 
within a critical framework. The 
subject covers recent 
developments in the areas of 
workplace agreements, the award 
jurisdiction and unfair dismissal. 
The institutional arrangements for 
the agreements, awards and 
minimum entitlements are covered 
in full. Rights of entry, freedom of 
association and the constitutional 
framework of Australian labour 
laws are all covered as topics, as 
are a range of philosophical 
approaches to employment 
regulation. 
 
The topic areas covered in the 
subject include: 
 
• The Electrolux Case & 'Matters 

Pertaining' 
• Unfair Dismissal (after 27 March 

2006) 
• New jurisdictions: Australian 

Industrial Relations Commission, 
Office of Employment Advocate & 
Australian Fair Pay Commission 

• The work/life balance: what 
assistance is Work Choices? 

• Trends in workforce participation: 
is regulation keeping up? 

 

Assessment will consist of Lecture 
topic assignment, Advocacy role 
play & Written reflections. 
 
The subject will be conducted as a 
intensive subject, taught by guest 
lecturer Rohan Price, who has 
extensive experience in the area of 
workplace laws. 
 
Rohan Price has taught 
employment law at four Australian 
universities over the last 12 years. 
He is actively engaged in research 
and consultancy in the field of 
employment and industrial law and 
consults for the NSW Parliament on 
employment discrimination. Mr 
Price is also Managing Editor of the 
Australian Journal of Employment 
Law & Policy and has recently 
completed the second edition of 
Employment Law In Principle for 
Thomson law publishers which will 
incorporate the main changes 
brought about by the Work Choices 
amendments to the Workplace 
Relations Act 1996 (Cth).  
 
 

Issues in Federal  
Labour Law 78037 
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Availability: by invitation only 
Requisite(s): 60 credit points of 
completed study in C04148 Master 
of Law and Legal Practice 
Subject Coordinator: S Palassis 
Teaching mode: many many 
hours... 
 
Subject Description: 
This elective encourages 
participation in the Jessup 
International Moot. The moot is 
organised by the Association of 
Student International Law 
Societies, which operates under 
the auspices of the American 
Society of International Law in 
Washington. 
 
The workload involved is 
particularly demanding: the 
problems circulated are on complex 
and current issues of international 
law. Detailed research into both 
international and comparative law 
is essential to prepare complex 
pleadings for both sides with a 
maximum size prescribed. The 
work involved is certainly no less 
than that for a large research 
project. The memorials are 
assessed by memorial judges, 
often including distinguished 
teachers of international law. In 
addition, there is the opportunity 
to present oral submissions in the 
four preliminary rounds. The top 
eight teams move on to the final 
rounds. 
 

Because of the rules of the Jessup 
Moot, no assessment is available 
until after the conclusion of the 
Australian finals of the Jessup Moot 
each year. 
 
Student Perspective: 
Positives: Great training to think 
like a lawyer; great for developing 
teamwork skills (if the participants 
are so inclined); excellent crash 
course in public international law. 
The scope for independent learning 
is a bigger challenge in this subject 
than any other. This can also be a 
negative at times, when you feel 
like you’re awash in a huge subject 
area without direction – but it 
teaches you to mark out your 
direction. 
 
Negatives:  More guidance in how 
to apply the law in a practical way 
(that is, a less academic way) 
would make this subject less 
stressful. The holding of too many 
practice moots is exhausting and 
can seem counter-productive. 
Students need time to digest and 
work through the lessons from 
each moot, and they do not have 
time to do that if they get out of 
the first moot and go into another 
a couple of hours later, then go 
home to bed, ready to get up and 
run the same bad arguments 
again, twice, on the following day. 
Prospective students: prepare to 
be exhausted. 
 

Jessup International 
Moot 76039 
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Recommendation:  I would 
recommend this subject to those 
who do it because they are 
passionate about the law and 
want to be good advocates. The 
type of person who would enjoy 
this subject: someone who likes 
hard work, is not too attached to 
having a summer holiday, and 
has advocacy skills. Without some 
existing advocacy skills, it is 
certainly possible, but is very 
stressful. Someone who is 
receptive to feedback (positive 
and negative) and can listen to 
others, speaks well, can put in the 
time to research and write the 
submissions, and has (or 
develops) an idea of how to frame 
a legal argument, would enjoy 
this subject.  
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Requisite(s): 60 credit points of 
completed study in C04148 Master 
of Law and Legal Practice AND 
70617 Administrative Law  
Subject Coordinator: TBA 
Teaching Mode: TBA 
 
Subject Description: 
This subject covers the functions, 
powers and duties of local 
government authorities, including 
the following topics: councils, 
members of council, council 
servants, council meetings, council 
powers, enforcement of local 
government and planning laws; 
control of local government 
authorities, administrative review, 
judicial review, common law 
actions against councils and their 
employees; finance, rates, 
valuation of land; acquisition of 
land; land use control, land use 
planning, development control; 
building regulation; subdivision; 
and liquor law as it affects councils. 

Local Government  
Law (PG) 76026 
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Requisite(s): 60 credit points of 
completed study in C04148 Master 
of Law and Legal Practice AND 
70217 Criminal Law 
Subject coordinator: I Dobinson 
Teaching Mode: intensive block, 
four Saturdays 9-5pm 
 
Subject Description: 
This subject critically examines the 
major forms of crime which affect 
society today. In analysing such 
crime and society's response to it, 
the subject begins with an 
examination of the principles 
around which criminal laws are 
constructed and are said to 
operate. In this regard, the subject 
focuses not only on the law itself 
but also on its structures and 
institutions of control. Particular 
emphasis is placed on current law 
and order politics and the effect 
this has had on criminal law. To a 
certain extent the subject is also 
comparative, focusing in particular 
on crimes and social responses 
which are global in nature. 
 
Student Perspective: 
This subject covers general 
principles and theories 
underpinning criminal law; 
understanding of how to think 
about criminal law, what it’s for, 
what it does; how the philosophy 
underlying it impacts on the 
substantive law eg in terms of the 
inherent contradictions within the 

law; law as a social tool. Then 
looking at specific issues/subject 
matters eg crime and violence, 
crime and race, drugs and crime, 
international crime, corporate 
crime. 
 
Positives: The assessment. 70% 
of mark was a presentation and an 
essay on the same topic, chosen 
by you; meant you could get really 
into a particular area, and seeing 
all the presentations was a really 
interesting way to learn. 
 
Negatives: For me doing the block 
intensive thing was not really the 
best way to get me motivated to 
do the reading etc, being in class 
on Saturday was yuck! 
 
Recommendation: I would 
recommend this subject. Ian is 
really knowledgeable across the 
subject matter in all the areas you 
look at, both the substantive law 
and the philosophy etc, so he’s 
really interesting & inspiring to 
learn from. But you do really need 
to be heavily interested in criminal 
law, if that’s not your bag then 
don’t do it! Also it being a UG/PG 
course is great, b/c there are lots 
of people working in juvenile 
justice or for the police etc., so it 
makes for an interesting class. 
 
Summer Dow (Autumn 2006) 
 

Advanced Criminal   
Law (PG) 76037 
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Requisite(s): 70105 Legal 
Research AND 70113 Legal Process 
and History 
Subject coordinator: C Hawes 
Teaching Mode: online 
 
Subject Description: 
This subject provides students with 
the opportunity to gain knowledge 
and understanding of a number of 
different legal systems in East and 
South-East Asia, and of the 
political, cultural and historical 
context within which these systems 
have developed. It also examines 
and evaluates the impact of the 
introduction of Western legal 
systems in Asian countries. 
 
Student Perspective: 
I think I found Asian Law to be 
really really challenging, but it was 
also really interesting. 
 
Essentially you're going through 
the major East Asian countries 
(China and Japan) and most of the 
south-east Asian countries, and 
you touch on everything from 
history to social issues to religion 
to culture, which all work together 
to affect the legal system and 
create problems with, for example. 
direct transplantation of a foreign 
legal system.  So I think anyone 
that likes history and the idea of 
examining law in the context of the 
society it lives in, will enjoy this 
subject. 
 
In terms of workload, it's actually 

the most workload for any subject 
I've ever taken BECAUSE it's an 
online subject.  I think I went into 
the subject expecting a bludge 
since you don't have lectures at 
all.  BUT, there's an assessable 
component of the discussion board 
participation, which means you 
really do need to know your stuff 
before making a fool of yourself in 
front of everyone else and the 
lecturers.  I think, unlike tutorials, 
because you have the time to 
consider your responses, you can't 
just yell out whatever you feel like 
and get away with it.  Also, there 
was a reflective journal component 
that needs an entry every 
week.  This might sound easy, but 
to get the good marks, you'll need 
to do a lot of reading, and actually 
understand and consider the 
readings, rather than just read and 
forget until the final exam like 
some other subjects.  So, in short, 
it's a lot of work. 
 
I really liked it though, which is 
why I'm looking to do Honours in 
this area, (maybe I’m biased in my 
perspective).  One interesting 
thing: about 5 of us (the active 
forum people in the class) at the 
end of the subject did suggest less 
workload for future courses, so 
maybe they might take that into 
account next year. 
 
Chris Bu (Autumn 2006) 

Asian Law and  
Legal Systems 76003 



16 

Requisite(s): 70113 Legal 
Process and History 
Subject coordinator: A 
Stuhmcke 
Teaching mode: TBA 
 
Subject Description: 
The subject aims to give an 
appreciation of the effectiveness 
of law in regulating new medical 
developments. The subject seeks 
to examine the impact which 
emerging biomedical technologies 
may have on society and to 
explore the possible legal 
solutions to deal with the 
challenges presented by such 
technologies. A diverse range of 
issues are considered. These 
include: genes, cloning, medical 
experimentation and research, 
reproductive technology and 
surrogacy. 

Biomedical Law and 
Bioethics 76070  
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Requisite(s): n/a 
Subject coordinator: C Hawes 
Teaching mode: 8 Hours per day, 
over 4 days 
 
Subject Description: 
With China's emergence as a new 
economic superpower, and with 
ever-deepening business ties 
between Australia and China, it is 
crucial that students gain an up-to-
date understanding of Chinese 
business law, and an awareness of 
major differences between 
Australian and Chinese legal and 
business cultures. 
 
This subject focuses on areas of 
Chinese law that are most relevant 
for foreign businesses and for law 
firms with a China practice. Topic 
areas covered include: 
 
• Chinese legal culture/business 

culture 
• challenges of doing business in 

China – politics, bureaucracy, 
corruption, personal connections 

• Chinese business enterprise 
law – state-owned enterprises, 
companies limited by shares, 
township and village enterprises, 
private entrepreneurs, foreign-
invested enterprises 

• pitfalls surrounding contracts 
and business transactions with 
Chinese enterprises 

• foreign investment regime in 
China 

• Chinese banking/finance system 

and capital markets 
• business dispute resolution and 

litigation. 
 
This subject is structured in a 
semi-intensive format, meeting on 
four Saturdays during the 
semester. Teaching and learning 
strategies include a combination of 
lectures, group discussion, online 
feedback and online discussion. 
 
Assessment: Online and in-class 
participation (20%), graded group 
exercises (20%), research essay 
(60%). 
 
Student Perspective: 
Positives:  

• Informative: there is stuff here 
that you won’t learn anywhere 
else… 

• Stimulating: you can use your 
lateral thinking in this course… 

• Exotic laws: for those who 
need a break from the 
common law… 

 
Negatives:  Too many 
assessments: presentation, in-
class problem solving, weekly 
discussion board posts and essay.  
And because it is a new area of 
legal studies, there is a lack of 
secondary or primary reference 
materials. 
 
Recommendation:  I highly 
recommend this subject to anyone.   
 

Business Law in 
China (PG) 78026 

(formerly Chinese Corporate Commercial Law) 
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Would suit curious students – 
someone looking for an easy 
elective should avoid this subject.  
 
Steve Jiao (Spring 2006) 
 
I would recommend this subject. 
Students with foreign degree 
background might be interested in 
this.  Colin Hawes provides 
students with a clear idea about 
this topic area. 
 
Hui Zhang (Summer 2005) 
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Requisite(s): 70217 Criminal Law 
AND 70311 Law of Tort AND 70616 
Federal Constitutional Law 
Subject coordinator: G Monahan 
Teaching mode: one three hour 
class 
 
Subject Description: 
This subject is designed to enhance 
studies in core law subjects as they 
relate to children. There is an 
emphasis on issues such as 
children's rights, equality issues, 
juvenile justice, care and 
protection issues, education rights 
and responsibilities, succession 
issues, representation in civil 
proceedings, and medical 
procedures and treatment. 
 
Student Perspective: 
Positives: There are probably very 
few subjects like this where you 
are able to examine a number of 
different legal issues and focus on 
the way they effect a particular 
group in society.  There is a broad 
mix of theoretical and practical 
issues, and civil and criminal law, 
and it was definitely interesting to 
see how the law covers children 
differently to adults. One of the 
highlights of this course was 
definitely Geoff Monahan’s 
teaching: he made all the subject 
matter very accessible and 
relevant, and was not only clearly 
experienced, but really passionate 
about the area.  
 

Negatives: The nature of this area 
of law is that it heavily anchored in 
statute, so a lot of class time was 
spent reading and analysing 
legislation.  That said, the sorts of 
issues discussed fascinating to 
learn about, and there was scope 
to explore issues such as children’s 
rights in more depth. 
 
Recommendation: I would 
definitely recommend Children and 
the Law.  People who are 
interested in children would 
definitely enjoy it, as well as those 
with an interest in family law, 
human rights and succession law.  
Despite this, it is the sort of 
subject that would be worthwhile 
for all students to undertake as if 
covers many core law subject 
areas and gives opportunity for 
closer analysis of one group in 
society, rather than one area of the 
law as such. 
 
Aditi Kogekar (Autumn 2005) 

Children and the 
Law 76066  
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Requisite(s): 70617 
Administrative Law 
Subject coordinator: J Burn 
Teaching mode: TBA 
 
Subject Description: 
This subject deals with the 
development of a distinct 
Australian citizenship, the right to 
travel and immigration control in 
Australia. Constitutional law issues, 
the legislative framework and the 
Australian Government's 
humanitarian and international 
obligations are treated. Particular 
topics include granting of 
citizenship, passports, statutory 
concept of entry, refugee status, 
change of status, deportation, 
government policy, immigration 
programs, departmental 
procedures and a comparative 
study of immigration control 
systems. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
Requisite(s): 70617 
Administrative Law 
Subject coordinator: J Burn 
Teaching mode: TBA 
 
Subject Description: 
This subject allows students to 
undertake a social justice research 
project in groups of between three 
and five students. Research briefs 
are prepared by the UTS 
Community Law Centre or other 
community organisations in 
collaboration with the Law Centre. 
Projects may include a law reform 
submission, a report, developing 
legal education resources, 
consulting with communities and 
carrying out interviews. 
 
Students work with organisations 
on a project of benefit to the 
broader community. The projects 
introduce students to the dynamics 
of law reform, community 
consultations and the impact of 
politics on the legal system and 
give students direct knowledge of 
how the law operates in practice. 
Past projects have resulted in 
published articles or led directly to 
law reform. A list of past projects is 
available on the Community Law 
Centre's website at: 
http://www.law.uts.edu.au/clc/ 

Citizenship 
and 

Immigration  
Law 76048 

 

Community  
Legal  

Research 76069  
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Requisite(s): 70516 Equity and 
Trusts 
Subject coordinator: R Reynolds 
Teaching mode: TBA 
 
Subject Description: 
The subject is primarily concerned 
with the law of confidential 
information, copyright and designs. 
This permits consideration of the 
way in which the legal system 
provides valuable rights in relation 
to ideas and information and to 
forms of cultural expression. While 
a diverse range of topics is 
considered, there is an emphasis 
on attempting to view current 
reform issues in the light of 
historical, commercial and 
international trends. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Requisite(s): TBA 
Subject coordinator: TBA 
Teaching mode: TBA 
 
Subject Description: 
This subject deals with the role and 
powers of the State Coroner under 
the Coroners Act 1980 (NSW), and 
the procedures followed in coronial 
inquests. Policy issues in relation to 
the role of the Coroner and the 
impact of recommendations made by 
the Coroner as a result of findings at 
inquest are also considered. 
Additionally, the meaning of the 
'manner and cause of death' in 
different factual situations is 
examined. The subject involves a 
visit to the Coroners Court and 
Sydney's Glebe Morgue.  
Coronial Law and Practice includes 
the following broad topic areas. 
• The powers and role of the 

Coroner. 
• The role of police as Coroner's 

investigators. 
• Inquest procedure. 
• Deaths in custody and medical 

inquests. 
• Coroner's recommendations and 

disaster management. 
 
This subject aims to provide an 
understanding of: 
• the role and powers of the State 

Coroner under the Coroners Act 
1980 

• the procedure and rules of 
evidence followed in coronial 
inquests, and 

• an awareness of the broader legal 
system context in which the 
Coroner's Court operates. 

Confidential  
Information,  
Copyright  

and Designs 
76072 

Coronial Law  
and Practice  

76525  
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Requisite(s): 70217 Criminal Law 
Subject coordinator: P Crofts 
Teaching mode: one three hour 
class 
 
Subject Description: 
This subject explores how crime is 
socially constructed. A diverse 
range of criminological issues is 
considered. These include official 
and non-official measures of crime; 
theories of crime; variables of 
crime (age, sex, ethnicity, 
socioeconomic status). 
Additionally, methods of controlling 
crime and preventing crime are 
reviewed. Readings for this subject 
are derived from a collection of 
books, reports, articles and current 
conference papers. 
 
Criminology introduces the main 
theories of crime and deviant 
behaviour.  We discussed why 
people commit crime, how 
behaviours are defined as criminal, 
treatment of criminals and the 
different approaches to criminality, 
such as rehabilitation, retribution 
and punishment. White collar crime 
and juvenile crime were also 
covered. We also discussed the 
implications of laws such as those 
which make public the names and 
addresses of paedophiles.  
 
Most of the classes were discussion 
style with readings for most weeks. 
We had one guest lecturer and had 
to a do presentation of how a 
theory applied to a fact scenario 
one week. The classes were very 
informal and there was not much 

preparation, apart from some 
readings. The people in the class 
were also really nice and happy to 
contribute to class discussion. 
Assessment was through class 
participation for about 15% and 
the rest was a choice of a research 
essay or you can conduct a project 
with a related organization. There 
are a choice of projects given out 
at the start of semester. 
 
Student Perspective: 
Positives: This is one of the best 
subjects I’ve taken. Penny is a 
great lecturer, who is 
approachable, dynamic and makes 
the classes very interesting. We 
went on two excursions – one to 
the Police and Justice Museum and 
one to Long Bay Gaol. These were 
very eye-opening experiences, 
especially going to the gaol and 
really gave a different perspective 
on the theories and academic 
knowledge you learn at uni.  
 
Negatives: none 
 
Recommendation: I would 
recommend this subject very 
strongly, particularly if you are 
interested in social issues. It really 
suits Communications students, 
especially those doing social 
inquiry, but all students would 
enjoy it. If you want a subject to 
contrast with your core law 
subjects Criminology would be a 
good choice. 
 
Claire Butler (Autumn 2006) 

Criminology  
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Requisite(s): 71005c Practice and 
Procedure  
Subject coordinator: M Scott  
Teaching mode: one three hour 
class, and a practical-based inten-
sive weekend containing role plays 
to develop skills in various dispute 
resolution processes 
 
Subject Description: 
The subject deals with the jurispru-
dence of dispute resolution, and 
the theory, dynamics and essential 
characteristics of each dispute 
resolution process, so that effective 
strategies for resolving a wide 
range of disputes can be formu-
lated. Students are given some ex-
posure to, and training in, dispute 
resolution so that they can improve 
their use of negotiations, mediation 
and arbitration in practice. Topics 
include the concept of dispute 
resolution, including negotiations, 
mediation, conciliation and arbitra-
tion; the nature of disputes; exist-
ing dispute resolution procedures; 
and the theoretical, ethical and 
practical issues of negotiation and 
mediation. 
 
Student Perspective: 
Positives: Highly practical and 
useful for skills development.  The 
subject aims to give students prac-
tical skills in processes such as me-
diation and negotiation and an un-
derstanding of the strengths and 
weaknesses of all options available 
to resolve disputes.  Also important 

in light of the Uniform Civil Proce-
dure Act and provisions encourag-
ing parties and practitioners to re-
solve disputes outside the court 
system. The two-day intensive may 
seem daunting, but was quite en-
joyable. 
 
Negatives: Second half of the se-
mester was almost entirely focused 
on student presentations, which 
can get quite tedious and variable 
in quality.  Also, the number of as-
sessments (four in total) may be 
prohibitive for some students. 
 
Recommendation: Dispute Reso-
lution is quite different from most 
subjects, in that it requires stu-
dents to open up to concepts out-
side the traditional legal frame-
work. Students who are inclined to 
think outside this box are most 
likely to thrive in this environment.  
 
The subject is also suitable for stu-
dents who are interested in litiga-
tion, as the current procedural 
framework is likely to require prac-
titioners to engage with non-
litigious dispute resolution proc-
esses on a regular basis.  
 
Its practical elements may also 
prove useful for any student seek-
ing skills in conflict resolution and 
management.  I would certainly 
recommend this subject. 
 

Dispute Resolution 
76052  
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Requisite(s): 70617 
Administrative Law 
Subject coordinator: K Bubna-
Litic 
Teaching mode: one three hour 
class 
 
Subject Description: 
The following topics are 
considered: the philosophy of 
environmental law; the 
constitutional support for 
environmental actions; the 
legislative framework of both the 
Commonwealth and the States; the 
concept of ecologically sustainable 
development; the precautionary 
principle and its implementation 
through the legal process; pollution 
law in NSW, covering the system of 
licensing and regulations; land use 
control; the use of natural 
resources (such as mining and 
forestry); and the role of the 
courts (Supreme Court, the Land 
and Environment Court and the 
Local Court). 
 
Student Perspective: 
Positives: 
• Very enthusiastic, 

knowledgeable and 
approachable lecturer. 

• Coverage of a wide range of 
issues from State-based 
environmental law up to the 
international level, giving one a 
taste of the many possibilities 
for future research of, or a 
career in, environmental law. 

• Active discussions in friendly 
atmosphere. 

 
Negatives: No real negatives.  
The wide range of subjects meant 
that there was not a lot of time to 
go into depth with some of them, 
but that is not really an issue for 
an undergraduate, introductory 
subject.   Besides, part of the 
assessment was a self-chosen 
research essay, which allowed one 
to go into depth on a subject of 
real interest. 
 
Recommendation: I would 
recommend this subject as, in light 
of global warming, I think 
environmental law will take a more 
prominent role in our lives.  There 
is plenty of cross-over between 
environmental law and other areas 
and disciplines such as trade law, 
health, development, urban 
planning, science and technology, 
etc.  Therefore, I think that any 
person who is interested in 
environmental matters, obviously, 
would be interested in this, as well 
as anyone interested in working for 
the government, at all levels. 
 
Chris Croese (Autumn 2005) 

Environmental Law 
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Requisite(s): 70616 Federal 
Constitutional Law AND 70317c 
Real Property 
Subject coordinator: G 
Monahan 
Teaching mode: one three hour 
class 
 
Subject Description: 
This subject introduces students 
to the principles which govern the 
legal relationship between 
members of families when there 
is a breakdown in the family unit, 
whether the legal relationship 
arises out of a de jure (marriage), 
de facto or other domestic 
relationship. This subject 
examines the law of divorce and 
nullity, property and maintenance 
proceedings, parental 
responsibility for children and 
injunctive relief. The interaction 
between social issues, public 
policy and the relevant law is an 
important feature of the subject. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Student Perspective: 
Family law looks at marriage, 
divorce, children, property, 
superannuation and maintenance. 
It is an elective which I think 
should be mandatory for all law 
students- family law helps you 
understand the human element to 
law- how it regulates our personal 
and social lives and involves 
making moral judgments on 
people’s lives that can have 
radical consequences.  
 
Sarah Malik (Spring 2006) 

Family Law  
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Requisite(s): 70317c Real 
Property 
Subject coordinator: T Libesman 
Teaching mode: online 
 
Subject Description: 
The relationship between 
Indigenous peoples and the law 
goes to the foundations of 
Australia's legal and political 
identity. Competition for land 
ownership has defined and driven 
race relations in Australia. This 
subject examines the historical 
dispossession of Indigenous people 
with reference to how this has 
impacted on current legal relations 
and debates. The dispossession by 
law and war together with the 
belated and partial recognition of 
Indigenous peoples in the Mabo 
(No. 2) decision are evaluated.  
 
Land rights legislation, native title 
legislation and subsequent 
developments including the Wik 
decision are examined. Indigenous 
Australians are the most 
incarcerated people in the world. 
Indigenous peoples' relations with 
the criminal justice system with 
particular reference to community/
police relations are considered.  
 
Dispersal of communities and 
forced removal of children from 
their families have possibly had the 
most devastating impact of all 
colonial policies on Indigenous 
peoples. These are considered in 

detail with particular reference to 
current impacts on these people in 
areas such as welfare law, juvenile 
justice and family law. Between 
1972 and 1995, all federal 
governments had a policy of self-
determination with regard to 
Indigenous peoples. The meanings 
and implications of this policy are 
examined in the context of self-
determination policies in 
comparable countries such as 
Canada and the United States. 
Consideration is given to the 
formation and role of Indigenous 
corporations, Australian and 
Canadian models of self-
government, the Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Commission 
and international standards and 
developing norms. 
 
Student Perspective: 
Positives: Not having grown up in 
Australia it was invaluable to learn 
about the history of our indigenous 
people, since it isn’t taught 
anywhere else.  
 
Negatives: Learning online is hard 
as there’s not so much class 
interaction. Also the subject matter 
is at times very personally 
challenging, in that it can be, 
frankly, bleak, and not having 
other students to discuss it with 
made it somewhat hard to study.  
 
Recommendation: I would 
recommend this subject. Mostly 

Indigenous Peoples 
and the Law 76068 
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because I think all young lawyers 
need an understanding of the 
extent to which the law can be 
employed in the pursuit of evil 
ends, and that law is not divorced 
from its social and cultural context. 
Young Australians need to come to 
terms with the appalling way in 
which indigenous Australia has 
been treated, and continues to be 
treated, particularly in comparison 
with countries like Canada, NZ and 
USA which have similar relations 
with their indigenous people. 
 
Summer Dow (Autumn 2006) 
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Requisite(s): 70616 Federal 
Constitutional Law 
Subject coordinator: T 
Libesman 
Teaching mode: online 
 
Subject Description: 
The idea of race has played a 
central defining role in 
international and domestic 
colonial relations over the past 
two hundred years. This course 
examines discourses of colonial 
conquest in an attempt to 
understand the historical and 
jurisprudential foundations of race 
relations in current Australian law. 
Common paradigms used to 
explain the rise of race thinking 
are considered. These include the 
role of exploration and 
colonisation, theories of 
enlightenment and democracy, 
inter-European conflict and the 
rise of nationalism, and scientific 
race theories. The translation of 
these ideas into the Australian 
Constitution, legislation, and 
common law doctrinal 
developments is traced from the 
mid-19th century to the present. 
Specific consideration is given to 
the development of rights 
discourses and the related 
development of national and 
international human rights laws 
which attempt to accommodate 
cultural difference. The 
effectiveness of these laws is 
evaluated with particular 

reference to the deconstruction of 
cultural constructs in postcolonial 
literature. 
 
Student Perspective: 
I found Indigenous Peoples, Race 
and the law to be one of the most 
interactive learning experiences 
I’ve had at university. I was 
grateful for the online format 
because of the ability to construct 
structured responses and think 
critically and thoughtfully about 
each week’s reading which 
allowed time to absorb the 
material.  
 
The mental and emotional 
trajectory I have experienced in 
learning about the cultural, social 
and historical frameworks that 
has framed Indigenous people’s 
legal destinies in Australia has 
been invaluable. It has helped me 
understand as a human being 
what it is like to be dispossessed 
and without a voice. It helped me 
understand how powerful and 
pervasive the law is- and the 
importance it has in upholding the 
fundamental rights of every 
human – to freedom and self-
determination.  
 
Sarah Malik (Autumn 2006) 
 

Indigenous Peoples 
Race and the Law 
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Requisite(s): 70211 Law of 
Contract AND 70311 Law of Tort 
Subject coordinator: C Ying 
Teaching mode: one three hour 
class 
 
Subject Description: 
This subject concentrates on a 
study of the general principles of 
insurance law, but does not 
examine in detail the special rules 
governing each class of insurance 
contract. After the nature of the 
contract of insurance is noted, key 
concepts are dealt with: insurable 
interest, indemnity and 
subrogation, risk, non-disclosure, 
misrepresentation, conditions, 
warranties and premium. 
Subsidiary matters such as 
assignment of policies, liens and 
reinsurance are considered. The 
role of insurance intermediaries in 
the formation of contracts of 
insurance is examined. The subject 
thus focuses on the legal rights 
and liabilities of parties to an 
insurance contract in the context of 
common law principles and 
statutory modification. In addition, 
consideration is given to the 
regulatory framework within which 
the insurance industry operates in 
Australia. 
 
Student Perspective: 
Positives:  Most of us deal with 
insurance contracts in our day to 
day lives and accordingly the 
subject affords an insightful 

understanding of an extremely 
practical subject. You will have 
greater understanding of your 
rights as an insured party in 
everyday insurance contracts. This 
means that when the time comes 
to renew your car or home 
insurance, you are able to look at it 
in a completely different light. 
 
Negatives: The subject can 
become a bit dreary at times.  
 
Recommendation: I would 
recommend this subject to any 
student. It is not necessary that 
the student need to want to pursue 
a career in insurance law or in the 
commercial field for it to be 
worthwhile studying this subject. 
The subject provides valuable 
knowledge that is applicable to 
every day experiences and it is an 
excellent foundational study for the 
field of law, business and life in 
general.   
 
Sandy Su (Autumn 2006) 

Insurance Law  
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Requisite(s): 70617 
Administrative Law 
Subject coordinator: S Blay 
Teaching mode: one three hour 
class 
 
Subject Description: 
This subject deals with legal 
aspects of international business 
transactions. An introductory 
segment explaining the 
international legal framework for 
the conduct of international trade 
in goods and services is followed 
by sessions dealing with: the law 
relating to international sale of 
goods (governed by the 
International Convention on Sale 
of Goods); the law relating to 
international carriage of goods 
(governed by international 
conventions and international 
custom); the alternative methods 
for conduct of international 
business including joint ventures 
and countertrade, government 
mechanisms controlling entry of 
goods and unfair trading practices 
such as dumping and 
subsidisation of goods, financing 
international transactions (which 
will be primarily concerned with 
Uniform Rules for Documentary 
Credits); and international 
governmental agreements 
regulating trade in services. 
 
Student Perspective: 
Positives: This subject provides 
a really great overview of both 

private and public international 
trade law issues.  The course is 
well-structured and logical and 
touches on a broad range of 
different areas.  This gives 
students a taste of some highly 
specialised and controversial 
issues which we can develop 
further in the assessments (which 
are two 50% papers, both 2500 
words).  Sam is also a very 
thorough lecturer! 
 
Many of the areas covered are not 
taught in other subjects, but are 
very practical (so now I actually 
know what a bill of lading is!).  
The WTO topics are very 
interesting—it’s not all just about 
doing business and making 
money!  The guest lecturer on the 
Convention on the International 
Sale of Goods was also very 
good—especially as there is no 
elective on the CISG at the 
moment!     
 
Negatives:  Some of the topics 
can get a little dry and the three 
hour, lecture-style classes seem 
to go for quite a while.  There is 
not as much discussion or class 
participation, perhaps because 
the area of law is so foreign to 
everyone sitting in the classroom. 
 
Recommendation: I would 
recommend this subject to any 
students who want a taste of 
something different.  The subject 

International  
Trade Law 76051 
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matter would interest students who 
enjoy the structured rules-based 
law, as well as those who enjoy 
controversial, ’social policy’ style 
subjects.   
 
It doesn’t require too much work—
going to classes is actually more 
for the interest in the subject than 
because it is strictly necessary to 
complete the assessments—
although I think they are quite 
useful! 
 
The subject suits students who 
want a broad (and relatively brief) 
introduction to many different 
issues.   
 
Larissa Chu (Spring 2006) 
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Requisite(s): 70211 Law of 
Contract AND 70311 Law of Tort 
Subject coordinator: TBA 
Teaching mode: one three hour 
class 
 
Subject Description: 
The subject consists of two parts: 
individual aspects of the 
employment relationship; and the 
formation, foundation and 
termination of the employment 
contract. The subject also 
examines the rights and liabilities 
of employers and employees under 
common law principles and 
legislation including occupational 
health and safety law, anti-
discrimination law and remedies 
involving reinstatement. Although 
reviewing federal law, the subject 
has a practical emphasis on NSW 
legislation. 
 
Student Perspective: 
The subject focused a great deal 
on defining the employee/employer 
relationship as opposed to the 
contractor/subcontractor type 
relationships. I found this 
interesting because as an 
employee you seemed to receive 
far more benefits and protection 
from the company you worked for. 
Also I realized that the costs of 
employing people are quite large 
because there are a large number 
of statutory requirements that 
must be complied with such as 
OH&S legislation. 

I also recall that I had to do an 
assignment on sex discrimination 
which was fascinating because I 
had to look at a case were a lawyer 
had returned to work part time 
after giving birth to her child. The 
lawyer was treated less favorable 
because she was only in the office 
part time. However I noted that 
the Sexual Discrimination Act is 
quite complex and it was not a 
simple matter of looking at the 
facts and thinking that they 
appeared to disclose discrimination 
by the employer. I believe students 
will find the assignment on 
discrimination of particular 
interest. 
 
Positives: I really enjoyed this 
subject however I think I lacked 
the motivation to be really studious 
in this area because I was aware 
that a lot of the legislation in this 
area was about to be altered by 
the Government. 
 
I believe that if the course is now 
geared toward the new legislation 
and understanding the effect of 
this legislation in the workplace (I 
am not sure if the course does now 
do this), then this elective would 
be really interested and very 
relevant to any law student. 
 
 
 
 
 

Labour Law  
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Negatives: Sometimes I wonder if 
a three hour block of teaching time 
is optimal for learning. However as 
long as you have lots of energy 
hopefully you will make it through 
the whole three hours and still feel 
like your brain is working! 
 
Recommendation: I think anyone 
interested in Workplace Law would 
like this course, as well as anyone 
interested in being pro-active 
about their rights as an employee 
or employer. 
 
Jamie McPherson (Autumn 2005) 
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Requisite(s): 70311 Law of Tort 
Subject coordinator: K Gould 
Teaching mode: one three hour 
seminar per week 
 
Subject Description: 
This subject looks at legal 
regulation of media content. 
Throughout the subject, students 
analyse laws that restrict what the 
media can publish or distribute. 
Topics include freedom of speech, 
defamation, contempt, hate speech 
and vilification, obscenity and 
pornography, sedition and the 
regulation of the internet. Through 
close examination of cases and 
literature, students are required to 
critically consider the nature of 
power, democracy and liberalism, 
as they relate to law and the mass 
media. 
 
Student Perspective: 
Positives: NO FINAL EXAM!!! Only 
a take-home exam and a research 
essay as well as one seminar 
presentation. 
 
Negatives: The subject is fairly 
broad, although this provides 
greater scope for the research 
essay, an understanding of quite 
different topics within media law 
must be gained.  
 
A further negative is that as well as 
text books, readings have to be 
purchased as well (although quite 
interesting).  

Recommendation: I would 
definitely recommend the subject. 
It is co-ordinated and organized 
well, taught well and very 
interesting. It isn’t a particularly 
hard subject, however it is still 
very challenging.  
 
Students particularly interested in 
defamation law would enjoy this 
subject as this topic is placed 
particular emphasis on.  
 
Also, when I did the subject in 
summer school, we had 2 lecturers 
which was beneficial in providing 2 
differing perspectives. However, 
the teaching staff would most likely 
vary from semester to semester.  
 
Janice Sacco (Summer 2006) 

Media Law  
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By invitation only 
Requisite(s): 71005 Practice and 
Procedure 
Subject coordinator: S Palassis 
Teaching mode: Independent and 
group learning – arranged with 
coach. No set class times. 
 
Subject Description: 
The Faculty offers students the 
opportunity to participate in a 
variety of mooting competitions, 
both within Australia and overseas. 
Students enrol in this subject in 
cases where participation in a 
mooting team is counted as credit 
towards their degree. The Faculty 
calls for expressions of interest 
from students to participate in a 
variety of moot competitions. 
Opportunities are advertised via 
the Law website. 
 
Student Perspective: 
I participated in the Manfred Lachs 
Space Law Moot.  This moot 
required the team, composed of 
three students who had been 
selected by faculty members based 
on an interview, to undertake 
research into the area of Space 
Law. As part of the moot 
competition rules, students were 
required to complete memorials for 
both applicant and respondent in 
response to the moot question, and 
then present the arguments in the 
oral round of the competition held 
in April.  
 

Skills gained in completing this 
elective were research skills into 
the area of public international law, 
and in particular space law; 
submission writing skills; lateral 
thinking in order to generate 
arguments for both applicant and 
respondent sides; and mooting 
speaking skills.  
 
Positives: I had a fantastic 
experience completing this moot, 
which can be taken as an elective. 
I enjoyed the team work aspect of 
working on solving a question from 
the initial research stage to the 
memorial writing stage, and finally 
to the oral competition stage of the 
competition.  
 
I also enjoyed coming up with 
arguments and after completing 
the subject found I had a greater 
understanding on how to structure 
a response to a legal problem.  
 
Negatives: Intervarsity mooting 
takes up a considerable amount of 
time. As there are no set classes, 
time management responsibilities 
fall to the team members. It can 
sometimes be difficult to gauge 
how much time you need to spend 
working on the moot, as you never 
quite know whether you are 
prepared enough.  
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Recommendation: I would highly 
recommend this subject to 
students who are interested in this 
area of law, although not 
necessarily in space law 
specifically, but also more broadly 
in public international law, as the 
problem question covers many 
interesting points within this wider 
sphere of law as well as the 
specifics of space law. 
 
This subject would also be great for 
students looking to improve a 
combination of their legal problem 
solving skills, research skills, 
teamwork and speaking skills. I 
would suggest that students who 
work well in teams and are 
prepared to undertake independent 
research and are willing to be held 
accountable to their team 
members would do well in this 
great subject.  
 
Hui-Xian Chong (Autumn 2006) 
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Requisite(s): 70616 Federal 
Constitutional Law 
Subject coordinator: S Blay 
Lecturer: S Palassis 
Teaching mode: one three hour 
class 
 
Subject Description: 
The following topics are selected 
for study in this subject, with 
particular attention being paid to 
the development of the law 
through the machinery of the 
United Nations in its relationship 
with the State, international 
organisations and even the 
individual: the nature, 
characteristics and function of 
international law; the sources of 
international law (including the role 
and characteristics of the 
International Court of Justice); the 
law of treaties; the concept of 
state sovereignty and domestic 
jurisdiction; the relationship 
between international law, 
municipal law and the individual 
(including the international 
protection of human rights); 
statehood and sovereignty; 
personality, rights and duties of 
states; the recognition of states 
and governments; state 
succession; territorial sovereignty 
of the land and sea (with emphasis 
on limits); jurisdiction of states 
(including jurisdictional 
competence, immunity from 
jurisdiction, asylum and 
extradition); immunities and 

privileges in diplomatic and 
consular relations; international 
organisations (especially the United 
Nations); and armed conflict and 
settlement of international 
disputes. 
 
Student Perspective: 
Positives: Sam and Stan are 
really knowledgeable and 
passionate about the subject 
matter. International law is really 
interesting too because it’s so 
different to domestic law; and in 
this global world its kinda 
necessary to know! Also the 
assessment was good, 2 papers 
worth 50% each, consisting of 5 
short answer questions across the 
course, with links to some 
introductory research material! 
 
Negatives: Not really, I really 
enjoyed it. It’s very different to 
domestic law subjects though, 
which can be a bit challenging. 
 
Recommendation: I would 
definitely recommend PIL. A person 
with interests in world politics and 
globalisation would enjoy it, also 
good if you ever wondered whether 
it really was legal for the US to 
invade Afghanistan or Iraq (either 
time). 
 
Summer Dow (Spring 2005) 

Public International 
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Requisite(s): n/a 
Subject coordinator: K Gould 
Teaching mode: Research mode -  
2 Workshops, direct contact with 
supervisor 
 
Subject Description: 
The subject comprises the research 
and writing of a supervised thesis 
on an approved topic in law. It 
provides an opportunity for 
students to further develop and 
refine their legal research and 
writing skills as well as explore and 
analyse a topic in law of their own 
choosing at a high level to produce 
a high quality piece of academic 
work. 
 
Successful completion of this 
subject is a necessary requirement 
in order to qualify for the award of 
the Bachelor of Laws degree with 
Honours. 
 
On successful completion of the 
subject, students should be able 
to: 
 
• present a sustained thesis or 

argument supported by critically 
evaluated evidence 

• demonstrate insight and 
originality in their research and 
writing 

• demonstrate a high level of 
understanding of their chosen 
topic 

• think critically, analytically and 
reflectively 

• research an area of law to find 
interesting and relevant 
(including up-to-date) materials 
drawn from both primary and 
secondary sources 

• think, research and write 
independently 

• engage in high-level analysis 
and critical evaluation of issues 
and materials 

• develop reasoned, coherent, 
persuasive arguments, and 

• progress logically to a 
conclusion, and demonstrate 
excellent academic method. 

 
Students must satisfy certain 
eligibility requirements and obtain 
the approval of the subject 
coordinator to undertake this 
subject. The eligibility 
requirements are set out in the 
subject outline. Applications to 
undertake a research thesis should 
be made in November for the 
following Autumn semester and in 
June for the following Spring 
semester. Further details about the 
application procedure may be 
obtained from the Law Information 
Office. Students are also 
encouraged to attend the 
information session run by the 
subject coordinator in the semester 
prior undertaking the research 
thesis. Experience shows that most 
students need to commence 
research for their research thesis 
prior to the commencement of this 
semester. 

Research Thesis  
76040  
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Depending on the nature of their 
research thesis, students may also 
need to obtain ethics approval at 
the faculty level. For further 
details, contact a member of the 
Faculty's Ethics Committee or the 
Director of Research. 
 
Assessment: The research thesis 
must comply with certain 
requirements and these are set out 
in the subject outline for the 
relevant semester. 
 
A recommended component of the 
research thesis is attendance at 
the research thesis workshop. This 
is normally held prior to the 
commencement of the semester in 
which the student intends to 
undertake the research thesis. 
 
Students should consult the 
Honours regulations in 
Undergraduate course information. 
 
Student Perspective: 
Positives: The best part about the 
subject is the opportunity to write 
a significant piece of academic 
literature which is completely of 
your own making. The subject is 
structured in such a manner that it 
gives you ultimate freedom to 
choose a topic but also provides 
you with sufficient support to make 
sure that you are heading in the 
right direction. It is a fantastic 
opportunity for those who may 
wish to head into academia or also 
fun for those who enjoy the 
intellectual challenge of a sustained 
piece of research and writing. 
 

 
Negatives: The subject requires 
significant amounts of forward 
planning and time management. 
Depending on how well you have 
managed your time the final few 
weeks can be very labour intensive 
and it may be advisable to attempt 
this subject in a semester where 
your workload is low. 
 
Recommendation: If you want 
Honours the subject is compulsory, 
but given that it is only another 
elective if you have the marks to 
get in and you enjoy research and 
writing then this is definitely the 
subject for you. It can definitely be 
a rewarding experience. 
Pick something you’re really 
interested in and choose a faculty 
member you think you can get 
along with. It’s a good way to 
expand on work you have done in 
an elective that you have really 
enjoyed. 
 
Student Perspective: 
Positives: The thesis is a really 
fantastic opportunity for you to 
research an area of law of interest 
to you and explore your ideas.  
This might be an existing area that 
you have previously studied and 
now wish to pursue a deeper 
studies; or it might be an area that 
UTS does not provide a subject for.  
Essentially it is a time for you to 
run your own subject.   Of course 
the bonus is that you become 
eligible to be awarded Honours in 
your law degree! 
 
I was able to choose a supervisor 
that I had worked with previously 
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so knew that I would work well 
with her.  Often I was able to "test" 
ideas with my supervisor. 
 
You are given the flexibility of 
defining your own topic - such as a 
subject area in a broad sense, or if 
you wish you may wish to focus on 
a smaller 'niche' topic.  From my 
own experience, it is part of the 
journey to 'find' and 'define' your 
topic area since often, you do not 
know enough about an area of law 
to define a topic until you actually 
start reading and writing it! 
 
Overall, it was an extremely 
rewarding experience to be able to 
research a topic from scratch, draft 
the paper and watch it develop into 
your own thesis.  Let me tell you it 
is a wonderful sense of 
achievement when you bind 
together those final pages! 
 
Negatives: I had to do a lot of 
reading and writing and crossing 
out and re-writing for this thesis.  
It's all part of the process of 
learning.  However, not everything 
you do may necessarily 'show' in 
the final product. 
 
With the freedom that comes with 
this subject, it is also easy to fall in 
to the trap of leaving things to the 
last minute.  It's extremely 
important to keep motivated and 
work consistently throughout the 
semester, as there is no body to 
set you timeframes or deadlines - 
you need to do this on your own 
and work out what best suits you!  
Some would thrive on such 
freedom whilst others may not.  I 

believe that ultimately, if you 
choose an area of law that 
genuinely interests you, then you 
can find the motivation yourself to 
work consistently throughout the 
semester. 
 
Recommendation: I definitely 
recommend this subject.  It would 
suit anyone who is legally curious 
and desire the freedom to research 
and write their own paper.  You are 
given a generous limit of 8,000-
12,000 words (plus 10%!!) so it's 
not as restrictive as some of our 
assignments in other subjects. 
 
Tennie Tam (Autumn 2006) 
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Requisite(s): 60 credit points of 
completed study in C04148 Master 
of Law and Legal Practice AND 
70211 Law of Contract AND 70311 
Law of Tort 
Subject coordinator: D Thorpe 
Teaching mode: one two hour 
class. The first hour was an 
informal lecture. The second hour 
was seminar format, with students 
often presenting.  
 
Subject Description: 
Sport is a prominent feature of our 
national culture. In the past, law 
seemingly had little to do with 
sport, however, with the growth of 
sporting professionalism, the 
internationalisation of sport, media 
influences, sporting sponsorship 
and high-profile sporting cases, no 
longer can sport claim to be 
quarantined from the impact of the 
law. In this subject, students 
examine, to varying depths, such 
broad topics as: drugs in sport, 
crime and personal injury in sport, 
the sporting contract, marketing 
and sponsorship, employment and 
industrial relations, discrimination 
in sport, dispute settlement and 
sporting tribunals, insurance and 
risk management, sport and 
taxation, anti-competitive practices 
in sport, and business and 
organisational structures in sport. 
 
Any sporting event may potentially 
generate a number of legal 
concerns, including: what rights of 
appeal exist for non-selected 

athletes, to whom does a team 
doctor owe their duty of care, are 
athletes illegally exploited by major 
sporting organisations, when can 
an athlete be criminally charged for 
violent acts, do sporting 
disciplinary tribunals function 
legally, how should the sporting 
organisation deal with claims of 
discrimination (for example, on the 
basis of pregnancy), are coaches 
and clubs legally liable for the 
actions of their athletes, is it legal 
to exclude an athlete or member of 
the public from a sporting venue, 
and when is a referee legally liable 
in tort. 
 
We consider the law as it relates to 
sport in Australia and, in addition, 
several areas of international 
interest. 
 
Student Perspective: 
Positives: I thoroughly enjoyed 
the subject because it’s to do with 
sport. If you are a sport nut, you 
will find the subject enjoyable. 
David Thorpe presents the material 
in an engaging and relaxed 
manner. He always starts the class 
with a discussion of recent sports 
news and how the law might relate 
to it. The assessment was flexible 
with students completing a self-
directed research essay and 
presenting an analysis of a journal 
article in class.  
 
 
 

Sports Law (PG) 
76002 
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Negatives: On some occasions I 
felt that two hours was not enough 
time per week to cover the 
material. This was especially so, 
given that there would be 2 or 3 
students presenting work in each 
class. However don’t let these 
factors stop you from doing an 
otherwise interesting subject.  
 
Recommendations: I would 
recommend this subject to anyone 
who likes sport and law. The 
interaction between the two raises 
some interesting questions. 
Students who are interested in a 
particular sport or a specific legal 
issue in sport will find the research 
essay component of the 
assessment rewarding.  
 
James Sneddon (Autumn 2006) 
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Requisite(s): 70516 Equity and 
Trusts 
Subject coordinator: Robert 
Monahan  
Lecturer: Jenny Eggleton  
Teaching mode: One three hour 
class  
 
Subject Description: 
This subject takes a simultaneously 
theoretical and practical approach 
to the study of the law of wills. The 
formal requirements for a valid will 
are considered, as well as when 
they may be dispensed with by the 
Court of Probate. The construction 
of testamentary dispositions and 
the grounds upon which they may 
fail are examined in detail. The 
consequences of intestacy are 
addressed. The administration of 
estates and the impact of the 
Family Provision Act 1982 are also 
studied. At the same time, the 
entire area is subjected to rigorous 
scrutiny using the themes of 
testamentary freedom and familiar 
responsibility as a foundation. 
Therefore, the subject aims to 
inform students of the relevant law 
of NSW while also encouraging 
them to analyse and debate the 
roles of the individual and the 
family and how both are affected 
by property and its control. 
 
Student Perspective: 
Its all about wills and estates. 
Basically about how the law 
responds to death and dealing with 

our legal interests after death. So 
you learn about the provisions of 
the relevant statute, the formal 
requirements of a will, how a will is 
interpreted in court, and how 
succession law is a reflection of 
how society views spirituality and 
death. Fascinating, if slightly 
morbid, stuff. 
 
Positives:  Like family law, it 
applies to everyone. Everyone is 
gonna die, with assets, debts or 
both. And most everyone will be 
bequeathed something in a will, or 
be made a guardian of someone’s 
children. Also it’s got lots of good 
equity stuff like what to do when 
gifts fail and all that juicy stuff. 
Plus Jenny was a lovely teacher: 
she explained things really well and 
was very helpful with handouts etc! 
 
Negatives: Nah, I loved it. Got the 
best mark I’ve got so far in my 
degree for this subject. 
 
Recommendation: Definitely 
recommended. It’s crucial stuff. 
You’ll go home and write a will 
ASAP! Also it’s a delightfully certain 
area of the law, because you can’t 
have things being all confused 
once someone dies. Also, it’s pretty 
easy, if you’re motivated by such 
things. 
 
Summer Dow (Spring 2005) 

Succession  
76517 
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By invitation only 
Requisite(s): n/a 
Subject coordinator: M Sanson 
Coach: Angus Macinnis 
Teaching mode: Many many 
hours…  
 
Subject Description: 
The Willem C Vis International 
Commercial Arbitration Moot is an 
international moot that takes place 
every April in Vienna. Named in 
honour of Professor Willem Vis, a 
world-recognised expert in 
international commercial 
transactions and dispute 
settlement procedures, this moot is 
an acknowledgment of the 
business community's marked 
preference for resolving 
international commercial disputes 
by arbitration. 
 
This method of dispute resolution 
is offered as the clinical tool to 
train law students through two 
crucial phases: the writing of 
memorandums for claimant and 
respondent, and the hearing of oral 
argument based upon the 
memorandums. The forensic and 
written exercises require 
determining questions of contract – 
flowing from a transaction relating 
to the sale or purchase of goods 
under the United Nations 
Convention on Contracts for the 
International Sale of Goods and 
other uniform international 
commercial law – in the context of 

an arbitration of a dispute under 
specific arbitration rules. 
 
There are currently 79 law schools 
from 30 countries that send teams 
to Vienna. It is an excellent 
opportunity for students to learn 
an extremely valuable commercial 
skill, and a rare chance to meet 
and to form valuable professional 
friendships with a range of law 
students from around the world. 
 
More information is available online 
at: http://www.cisg.law.pace.edu/
vis.html 
 
Student Perspective: 
Positives: The Vis moot provides 
students with opportunities that 
cannot be found in a classroom. It 
exposes students to how law can 
be applied in real situations. It 
gives students the opportunity to 
put the skills that they learn in a 
classroom to work. It is also an 
opportunity to meet and compete 
with students from some of the 
toughest law schools from across 
the world.  
 
Negatives: The Vis moot is 
definitely not something to be 
taken lightly. It involves countless 
hours of research and developing 
arguments. Even after the 
submissions have been prepared 
and sent to other universities. The 
submissions that are received by 
UTS need to be analysed in 

Vis Arbitral Moot  
76901  
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preparation for oral rounds in 
Vienna. Students are also required 
to participate in weekly practice 
moots to develop oral arguments. 
Between each moot, students need 
to further develop their arguments 
and fill in gaps in their knowledge 
that are discovered during each 
practice moot.  
 
Recommendation: I would 
recommend this subject to any 
student who enjoys a real 
challenge! If you are someone who 
enjoys developing a good 
argument, enjoys looking at a 
problem from all possible 
perspectives and someone who is 
interested in how the legal system 
operates across national borders 
then the Vis moot is something 
that you should consider 
participating in.  
 
Eve Eisman (Autumn 2006) 
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Requisite(s): 77885c Legal 
Process and Legal Research OR (60 
credit points of completed study in 
C04148 Master of Law and Legal 
Practice AND 70617 Administrative 
Law) 
Subject coordinator: TBA 
Teaching mode: TBA 
 
Subject Description: 

Topics in this subject include major 
developments in the common law 
and in federal administrative law. 
Particular attention is paid to 
developing forms of remedies, the 
alternative forms of review of 
administrative action through, for 
example, the Ombudsman, and 
current issues and prospective 
developments. Administrative law 
is relevant to all forms of 
government activity, including 
regulation of trade and commerce. 

 

Advanced Administrative 
Law (PG) 77706  
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Requisite(s): 70417 Corporate 
Law  
Subject coordinator: T Libesman  
Teaching mode: TBA 
 
Subject Description: 

This subject provides a detailed 
theoretical and practical review of 
legal structures and concepts, 
which have been developed 
domestically and internationally to 
accommodate minority Indigenous 
peoples' aspirations for self-
determination. Self-determination 
is a contested concept with varying 
meanings in international law, 
domestic law, and in political 
discourse. These meanings are 
investigated and evaluated with 
reference to shifting 
understandings of sovereignty and 
varying aspirations at community 
and regional levels. Within 
Australia, successive federal 
governments from 1972 up until 
1996 have endorsed policies of 
self-determination. At a community 
level this policy has been 
implemented through community 
structures which are required to 
incorporate under mainstream or 
special incorporation legislation. 
This subject provides detailed 
analysis of the history, operation, 
amendments and judicial 
interpretations of the Aboriginal 
Councils and Associations Act 1976 
(Cwlth). At a macro level, the 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander Commission (ATSIC) is a 
unique and innovative structure 
intended to provide greater control 
and autonomy to Indigenous 
Australians. The ATSIC experiment 
is evaluated in terms of its stated 
objectives, with reference to 
developing standards under the 
Draft Declaration on Indigenous 
People's Rights and comparatively 
with self-governance policies in 
Canada. Comparative Canadian, 
United States and New Zealand 
models for implementing policies of 
self-determination within national 
sovereign boundaries are 
considered. 

Comparative Issues  
in Aboriginal  

Self-determination 76708  
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Requisite(s): 70105 Legal 
Research AND 70113 Legal Process 
and History  
Subject coordinator: TBA 
Teaching mode: TBA 
 
Subject Description: 

The subject deals with the 
comparative method of legal 
research and examines the growing 
'interdependence' and similarity of 
the civil law, socialist and the 
common law systems. It consists 
of two sections.  

The first section is concerned with 
an introduction to the major legal 
systems in the world. Emphasis is 
placed on a study of the 
development of the Romano-
Germanic system of law, the 
formation of the socialist legal 
system and the law of the United 
States of America. These legal 
systems are compared with the 
common law system. Among the 
topics covered is a study of the 
meaning, sources and structure of 
law in the legal systems under 
consideration. The second section 
is devoted to the civil law method. 
Other topics which are discussed 
include the legal profession and 
legal education in civil law as well 
as in various countries. 

Comparative Legal 
Systems 76001  
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Requisite(s): 70311 Law of Tort 
AND 70616 Federal Constitutional 
Law  
Subject coordinator: Andrew 
Gotting 
Teaching mode: two three hour 
classes 
 
Subject Description: 
The subject deals with the 
international jurisdiction of the 
Australian courts, the recognition 
and enforcement of foreign 
judgments and decrees, and the 
problem of choice of law as it 
arises with respect to areas such 
as marriage, matrimonial causes, 
contract, torts, inter vivos property 
transactions and succession. The 
subject also deals with choice-of-
law issues as they arise between 
the Australian States. 
 
Student Perspective: 
Positives: Andrew is a great 
teacher, very easy to take notes 
from! It’s a fascinating subject, 
although it’s quite technical. 
 
Negatives: Summer school. Its 
hurts to have to be inside working. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Recommendation: Definitely. But 
you need to enjoy the quite 
technical aspects of law, and there 
is quite a lot of work to do. And 
again, summer school hurts. 
 
Summer Dow (Summer 2006) 

Conflict of Laws  
76112 
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Requisite(s): 70211 Law of 
Contract AND 70311 Law of Tort  
Subject coordinator: G Moore  
Teaching mode: one three hour 
class 
 
Subject Description: 
The following topics are 
considered: the constitutional basis 
of the Trade Practices Act 1974 
(Cwlth); liability under the Trade 
Practices Act 1974 (Cwlth) and fair 
trading legislation for misleading 
and deceptive conduct; remedies 
and criminal liability under the 
Trade Practices Act 1974 (Cwlth); 
liability for unconscionable 
conduct; suppliers', service 
providers', and financiers' and 
manufacturers' liability for 
defective products (including 
standards and bans). 
 
Student Perspective: 
In my semester, the subject 
consisted of six weeks of lectures 
followed by a mid-semester exam. 
Students selected a topic for 
seminar presentations in the first 
two weeks. These presentations 
ran for the four weeks following 
the mid-semester break. A seminar 
paper on the topic selected was 
due to be handed in prior to the 
commencement of the 
presentations, with a further mini-
thesis due at the end of semester 
on a different topic to the 
presentation. 

Positives: Section 52 forms the 
basis for most causes of action in 
litigation, either as a primary 
argument or in the alternative. 
Apart from being a highly engaging 
subject (with a no less than 
brilliant lecturer), it is one that will 
be able to be drawn upon in 
practice. The content covers 
everything from investment advice 
to shonky advertising – and the 
cases covered always seem to have 
an intriguing element to them… 
who’d have thought a guava 
plantation would have caused so 
much controversy?!   
 
Geoff Moore is an excellent 
lecturer, having himself been 
directly involved in a number of the 
cases studied, and has written his 
own textbook on the subject, which 
is used extensively in class (and as 
the starting point for most 
research). Students interested in a 
particular element of s 52’s 
application can delve further into it 
in the final paper.  
 
Negatives: This course moves 
quickly. You really don’t have the 
luxury of being able to skip a class, 
because you will miss something 
crucial. Guaranteed.  
 
Recommendation: The subject 
does demand quite a lot from 
students taking it. There is a fair 
amount of reading to be done each 

Deceptive Trade 
Practices and Product 

Liability 76023  
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week from the textbook, though 
Geoff does explain most of it in 
class. It really depends on how 
disciplined you are, and the kind of 
mark you want to get. You could 
probably get away with just 
attending lectures. Being an 
elective, it does require at least a 
vague interest in the subject 
matter, as you go straight from the 
mid-semester exam into the 
seminar paper and presentation, 
and then to the thesis. There’s 
quiet a large variety of students 
who do the subject, each with their 
own particular interests – but each 
that I’ve spoken to has really 
enjoyed it overall. 
 
Sheryl Lee (Spring 2006) 
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Requisite(s): 70616 Federal 
Constitutional Law AND 76063 
Media Law OR 50128 Media, 
Information and the Law 
Subject coordinator: TBA 
Teaching mode: TBA 
 
Subject Description: 
This subject deals with the 
theoretical and policy arguments 
involved in free speech theory, and 
the development of advanced skills 
in identifying and solving legal 
problems that arise in this context. 
It considers areas of Australian law 
that impact on freedom of 
expression, in particular their effect 
on the media and on the gathering 
and dissemination of information. 
It also considers implications of the 
Internet for freedom of speech, 
relevant laws in the US and 
Europe, and limits such as 
defamation, contempt, copyright, 
anti-vilification, censorship and 
obscenity, privacy, and anti-
terrorism laws. 
 
 

Free Speech and  
Media Law 76520  
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Requisite(s): 70616 Federal 
Constitutional Law  
Subject coordinator: R 
Buonamano  
Teaching mode: This seems to 
change from semester to semester 
but for me it was one 3 hour class 
which was half lecture then half 
discussion and activity based.  
 
Subject Description: 
The subject examines the 
development, structure and 
operation of international and 
regional human rights laws, as well 
considering its implementation and 
impact in Australian law. The 
subject includes: 
·   discussion of the historical 

foundations and theoretical 
issues surrounding modern 
human rights  

·   survey and analysis of the 
various human rights systems, 
including their institutions, 
mechanisms and rules, and  

·   detailed analysis of some of the 
more prominent human rights, 
by examining case law and 
secondary literature. 

 
Student Perspective: 
Positives: This subject gave me a 
much better understanding of how 
human rights violations can be 
addressed through various 
international mechanisms and it 
also prompted me to think more 

deeply about the effects of 
international human rights law on 
a variety of players in the 
international system, including 
creators of rights, organizations 
(e.g. UN and EU), states and 
individuals. The class role-played 
decision-making bodies and 
debated whether or not a 
complainant’s rights had been 
violated. This proved to make for 
an interesting and challenging 
class.   
 
Negatives: I have no real 
criticisms. All in all, my experience 
was interesting and thought 
provoking.  
 
Recommendation: I would 
definitely recommend this subject. 
The subject matter was delivered 
in a way which generally made 
concepts easy to understand and 
the content of the course is, on the 
whole, really interesting. If you 
want to know more about how 
human rights work at an 
international level or are interested 
in understanding how social justice 
issues play out on the international 
stage, then this subject is for you.  
 
Sara Ironside (Autumn 2006) 

Human Rights  
76007  
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Requisite(s): 70317 Real 
Property  
Subject coordinator: TBA 
Teaching mode: TBA 
 
Subject Description: 

This subject examines the 
relationship of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander customary 
rights and the development of 
Indigenous land rights 
culminating in the enactment of 
the Native Title Act 1993 (Cwlth). 

The syllabus includes the 
following: the evidence of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander customs and traditional 
law; statutory recognition of 
aspects of customary law 
including traditional interests in 
land or items of cultural heritage, 
traditional hunting, fishing and 
gathering rights; issues as to the 
admissibility of evidence pertinent 
to the veracity of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander customs 
and traditional law; legal 
proceedings relating to Aboriginal 
land claims; assertion of common 
law title to land; action arising 
under particular statutory 
provisions relating to Aboriginal 
customs; determination of 
disputes governed by traditional 
Aboriginal law or custom; and the 
effect of the decision of the High 
Court in Mabo v. Queensland (No. 
2) 1992 and the Native Title Act 
1993 (Cwlth) – the 

Commonwealth approach to the 
recognition and determination of 
native title to land in Australia. 

Indigenous Peoples 
and Land Law 76703  
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Requisite(s): 70311 Law of Tort 
AND 70616 Federal Constitutional 
Law  
Subject coordinator: P Murphy 
Teaching mode: one three hour 
class 
 
Subject Description: 
This subject examines the 
Australian system for resolving 
industrial disputes by compulsory 
conciliation and arbitration. It 
concentrates on the federal 
arbitration system (and on 
federally registered unions), but 
reference is made to State and 
overseas legislation, where 
appropriate. Topics include 
constitutional limitations to federal 
power; the workings of the 
Workplace Relations Act 1996 
(Cth), including awards, certified 
agreements and Australian 
workplace agreements; the legal 
status of trade unions; the 
legislative controls upon a trade 
union's internal affairs; protection 
of unionism; and legal controls 
over trade unions. 
 
Student Perspective: 
Positives: Given Work Choices 
and the current High Court 
challenge to its constitutional 
validity, industrial law is one of the 
most topical areas of the law at 
present. Being an accredited 
employment and industrial law 
specialist and highly active in the 
area of industrial law, Paul is 
strategically positioned to provide 
a well-informed, interesting and 

thorough exploration of the 
complexities of Work Choices. The 
assessment, consisting of a class 
presentation, research essay and 
take-home exam, are fair and 
reasonable and Paul has an 
accommodating approach to all 
areas of the course. 
 
Negatives: Having taken 
Industrial Law in the semester 
immediately following the 
commencement of the Work 
Choices reforms, there was a 
degree of ambiguity in some of 
what was taught. This was 
undoubtedly through no fault of 
the lecturer; the simple fact is that 
many of the reforms have serious 
flaws when practically applied. As 
a result, the student can often be 
left feeling uncertain as to what 
the law is. However, as a matter 
of necessity, these ambiguities 
should soon be resolved.  
 
Recommendation: Overall, 
Industrial Law is certainly one of 
the best subjects I have taken at 
UTS.  The type of people that 
would enjoy this subject would be 
those that have an interest in 
labour law and other aspects of 
employment law as there is 
considerable overlap. 
Furthermore, for those who have a 
particular interest in the 
interaction of politics and the law, 
Industrial Law is the perfect 
elective. 
 
Jamie Stollery (Spring 2006) 

Industrial Law 
76053 
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Requisite(s): 70417 Corporate 
Law  
Subject coordinator: J Harris 
Teaching mode: one three hour 
class 
 
Subject Description:  
This subject is in two sections. 
The first section deals with 
bankruptcy, including: debtors' 
petitions; creditors' petitions; acts 
of bankruptcy; bankruptcy 
notices; property available to 
creditors; effect of bankruptcy on 
property and legal proceedings; 
proofs of debt; meetings of 
creditors after bankruptcy; 
realisation of the bankrupt's 
estate; and discharge, annulment 
and arrangements with creditors 
outside bankruptcy. The second 
section covers the winding up of 
insolvent companies, including: 
the statutory demand procedure, 
commencement of winding up; 
effect of winding up on the 
company, directors and creditors; 
appointment and powers of the 
liquidator; property available to 
creditors; proof of debt; 
challenging the liquidator's 
decisions; and termination of 
winding up, receiverships, 
voluntary administration, 
schemes of arrangement, 
insolvent trading, and pooling. 
 
Student Perspective: 
Positives: The lecturer Jason 
Harris is excellent; he’s clearly 
passionate about the subject and 

explains concepts clearly and in 
an interesting way. He further 
seeks to actively involve the class 
in participation and discussion, 
putting interesting topics forward 
for class presentations. 
 
Negatives: This wasn’t a 
negative for me specifically, but 
for those people who don’t relish 
the prospect of active class 
participation, the break down of 
the assessments may be 
something that you might like to 
consider—students are assessed 
according to a class participation 
component, a tutorial 
presentation, a research essay on 
top of the final exam. But whilst 
the assessments are frequent, 
they are all interesting and 
relevant, and not any more 
stressful than the assessments 
set for other electives.  
 
Recommendation: I would 
highly recommend the subject, 
particularly to those students who 
enjoyed corporate law and would 
like to gain further insight into 
personal and company insolvency. 
Those students who enjoy 
engaging in class discussion and 
participation would also find this 
subject to be rewarding and 
beneficial, given the structure of 
the course and the assessments 
involved. 
 
Margaret Hur (Spring 2006) 

Insolvency  
76115  
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Requisite(s): 70311 Law of Tort  
Subject coordinator: P Crofts  
Teaching mode: one three hour 
class 
 
Subject Description: 
This subject deals with theoretical 
questions that are relevant to an 
understanding of the notion of law 
(e.g. What is the law of the state? 
Is there any other command, 
convention or the like that can also 
be called 'law'?). It also includes a 
discussion of different approaches 
to the study of law (e.g. 
philosophical, sociological, 
historical, analytic, international, 
comparative) to determine its 
derivation, nature and function, as 
well as a discussion of the 
doctrines and techniques of legal 
analysis and evaluation. The 
various approaches are compared 
and critiqued in the context of 
sociopolitical problems, conflicts 
and other phenomena. Topics here 
include sovereignty and the law, 
legal rights and duties, and law 
and ideology. Their treatment in 
the common law is examined. A 
number of theorists are 
considered, e.g. Austin, and 
Dworkin. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Student Perspective: 
Jurisprudence is one of the best 
subjects I have ever done at law 
school. I would recommend it as 
mandatory to anyone who is 
interested in understanding the 
philosophical values that underpin 
the law- its origins and its 
development. From Aristotle to 
Austin, Derrida and Foucault, this 
course is a heady spin through all 
strands of legal thought that have 
infused our law from feminist, post 
modern and post structuralist 
readings—including linking law to 
art theory, psychoanalysis and 
literature. The cross-discipline 
approach makes this subject an 
intellectual revelation and will 
change the way you think not only 
about law but about language, 
institutions and meaning.  
 
Sarah Malik (Spring 2006) 

Jurisprudence  
76008 
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Requisite(s): 70311 Law of Tort  
Subject coordinator: H Kiel  
Teaching mode: one three hour 
class 
 
Subject Description: 
The aim of this subject is to help 
students develop an 
understanding of the interface 
between law and medicine. It 
examines the issues that confront 
both health care providers and 
their patients in the context of 
continuing systemic and resource 
problems. These issues include 
the handling of complaints against 
health care professionals, 
regulation of the relevant 
professions, medical negligence, 
consent to treatment, access to 
medical records, and issues in 
relation to alternative or 
complementary medicine. 
 
Student Perspective: 
The subject matter of the course 
involved medical negligence, the 
source of the systemic problems 
throughout our hospital systems 
(Bundaberg etc.), the approach to 
alternative medicines, issues 
concerning access to medical 
records and of course medical 
malpractice, in which Helen Kiel 
was not one to skimp on the “full-
on” details.  
 
The structure consisted of an in-

class group presentation and 
research essay at the end of 
semester.  
 
Positives: Unlike in other 
subjects, the lecturer Helen Kiel 
had actually practiced in the field 
(and recently) so it was very 
useful to gain her insights 
throughout the course.  
 
Negatives: As with most 
subjects, when the group 
presentations were entertaining 
they were very entertaining yet 
when they were boring, they were 
so very very boring.   
 
Recommendation: While it 
seems obvious, I’d say that only 
people that have a genuinely 
strong interest in the health and 
medical system should do this 
subject. If you’re like me and are 
just looking for a subject with 
some interesting cases (after the 
joys of Tort Law), you will get 
them but you will also probably 
find you’re not going to have the 
same level of enthusiasm as 
everyone else in the subject does.  
 
Nick Zeltzer (Spring 2005) 

Law and Medicine  
76045  
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Requisite(s): 70516 Equity and 
Trusts  
Subject coordinator: R Reynolds  
Teaching mode: one three hour 
class 
 
Subject Description: 
The subject is primarily concerned 
with the law of patents, plant 
breeders' rights, trade marks, 
passing off and other protection of 
indicia of business reputation, and 
circuit layouts. This permits 
consideration of the way in which 
the legal system provides valuable 
rights in relation to ideas and 
information and to forms of 
technological development. While a 
diverse range of topics is 
considered, there is an emphasis 
on attempting to view current 
reform issues in the light of 
historical, commercial and 
international trends. 
Assessment:  
Option 1: research essay – 3,000 
words, excluding footnotes or 
bibliography and case list (80 per 
cent), class participation (20 per 
cent). 
Option 2: research essay – 5,000 
words (100 per cent) (this option is 
only available if you cannot attend 
regularly and participate in 
classes). 
Students must advise the lecturer 
by the end of Week 3 which option 
they will be choosing. 

Student Perspective: 
Positives: Face to face and 
interactive learning. There is a 
degree of structure within the 
course, however each lesson would 
end up wherever the class was 
curious or wanted to know more 
about. Further, the assessment is 
based on a major research essay 
which makes managing the subject 
with other commitments much 
easier – no exam AND only one 
assessment means that there 
aren’t multiple times stressing out 
in each semester: moreover, you 
get to focus on an area that 
interests you! 
 
Negatives: On my behalf there 
are no real criticisms. I thoroughly 
enjoyed the subject, however I 
might give the disclaimer that 
those after a traditionally taught 
and structured lecture-based 
elective may not enjoy the subject 
as much as I did. 
 
Recommendation: I would 
recommend this subject to anyone 
who was interested in IP. It is a fun 
an enjoyable class to participate in. 
if you are a person who isn’t a fan 
of boring lecture based subjects, 
DO PATENTS its great!!  
 
Petros Macarounas (Autumn 2006) 

Patents, Trademarks and 
Related Rights 76073  
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Requisite(s): 70417 Corporate 
Law AND 70617 Administrative 
Law  
Subject coordinator: TBA 
Teaching mode: TBA 
 
Subject Description: 

The subject examines the legal 
principles that relate to revenue 
law in Australia. Topics covered 
include: the structure and sources 
of tax law in Australia; tax policy 
and tax reform; income – concepts 
of income, income from labour, 
property and business, statutory 
extensions to the income base; 
deductions – general and specific 
deductions, substantiation; capital 
gains tax; fringe benefits tax; tax 
accounting; tax administration; tax 
avoidance and ethics. 

Revenue Law  
76212  


